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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on September 23, 2003. 

Claims 1-24 are now pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 



2. 



Claims 1-3,5-7,9-13,15-16,18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Ewing et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,71 1,613) hereinafter 
referred as Ewing. 
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Ewing teaches the invention as claimed including an SNMP network 
comprises a power manager with and SNNP agent in TCP/IP communication 
over a network with an SNMP network manager (See abstract). 

As to claim 1 , Ewing teaches A computer program product for use with a 
computer that includes a communication interface for sending and receiving 
information over a communication network and that is connected to an 
uninterruptible power supply (UPS) that monitors and supplies information 
regarding power status associated with the UPS, the computer program product 
residing on a computer-readable medium and comprising computer-executable 
instructions for causing the computer to: 

process data received from the UPS to which the computer is coupled to 
produce indicia of changes in power status associated with the UPS (Column 4, 
lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, 
lines 48, Ewing discloses receiving indicia of change in power status); 

provide the indicia of changes in power status associated with the UPS 
to the communication interface destined for a remote device (Column 4, lines 
19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, 
lines 48, Ewing discloses providing indicia of changes in power status 
associated with UPS); and 
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provide geographic information associated with the indicia of changes in 
power 15 status that indicates a geographic location associated with the UPS 
(Column 4, lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 
63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing discloses geographic information associated with 
the indicia of changes in power). 

As to claim 2, Ewing teaches the computer program product of claim 1 
further comprising instructions for causing the computer to process data entered by 
a user of the computer to produce the geographic information (Column 8, lines 63- 
Column 9, lines 11). 

As to claim 3, Ewing teaches the computer program product of claim 1 
further comprising instructions for causing the computer to process external 
power-status information received via the communication interface and to display 
indicia of power status and at least one geographic region associated with the 
indicia of power status in accordance with the processed external power-status 
information (Column 8, lines 63-Column 9, lines 11). 

As to claim 5, Ewing teaches the computer program product of claim 3 
further comprising instructions for causing the computer to store data regarding 
changes in power status for historical display associated with at least one period 
of time (Column 2, lines 41-57). 
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As to claim 6, Ewing teaches the computer program product of claim 1 
further comprising instructions for causing the computer to display an indication 
of a quantity of UPSs experiencing power failures in the geographic region 
(Column 2, lines 12-24). 

As to claim 7, Ewing teaches An apparatus for communicating via a 
communication network with multiple remote devices connected to uninterruptible 
power supplies (UPSs) that monitor 15 and supply information regarding power 
status associated with the UPSs, the apparatus comprising: 

a communication interface configured to transfer data with the 
communication network (Column 4, lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, 
lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing discloses 
communication interface transfers data with communication network); and 

a processor coupled to the communication interface and configured to: 
collect power-status data and associated geographic data received from the 
remote devices via the communication interface, the power-status data indicating 
power status of the UPSs associated with the remote devices providing the 
power-status data, the geographic data indicating geographic locations 
associated with the UPSs (Column 4, lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, 
lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing discloses collecting power 
status data via communication interface); 
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analyze the power-status data and associated geographic data to determine 
power status of geographic regions indicated by the geographic data in 
accordance with the corresponding power-status data (Column 4, lines 19-47, 
Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, lines 48, 
Ewing discloses analyzing power status); and 

send indicia of the determined power status of at least one geographic 

region toward at least one of the remote devices via the communication network 
(Column 4, lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 
63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing discloses determining indicia of power status of 
geographic region). 

As to claim 9, Ewing teaches the apparatus of claim 7 wherein the 
processor is further configured to store the determined power status and to 
provide historical power status for the at least one geographical region (Column 
2, lines 41-57). 

As to claim 10, Ewing teaches the apparatus of claim 9 wherein the 
processor is configured to determine at least one of percentages and numbers of 
remote devices in a region whose power is anomalous (Column 2, lines 12-24). 

As to claim 1 1 , Ewing teaches the apparatus of claim 7 wherein the 
processor is configured to send the determined power status data at least one of 
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periodically and in response to a received indication of a power status change 
from at least one of the remote devices (Column 8, lines 63-Column 9, lines 11). 

As to claim 12, Ewing teaches the apparatus of claim 7 wherein the 
processor is further configured to monitor heartbeat signals from the remote 
devices and provide indicia of failures if the processor fails to detect at least one 
heartbeat signal in a threshold amount of time (Column 2, lines 57-66). 

As to claim 1 3, Ewing teaches A method of indicating power status in 
multiple geographic regions, the method comprising: 

receiving, at a plurality of devices, indicia of power status from 
multiple uninterruptible power supplies (UPSs) coupled to the devices 
(Column 4, lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, 
lines 63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing discloses receiving indicia of power 
status); 

determining power-status data from the received indicia (Column 4, lines 19- 
47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, 
lines 48, Ewing discloses determining power status data); 

receiving power-status data from the plurality of devices coupled to the 
UPSs via a communication network (Column 4, lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 
36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing 
discloses receiving power status data via communication network); 
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analyzing the power-status data according to multiple geographic 
regions associated with the power-status data (Column 4, lines 19-47, 
Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, 
lines 48, Ewing discloses analyzing power status data); and 

sending indicia of power status associated with the multiple geographic regions 
toward at least one of the plurality of devices via the communication network 
(Column 4, lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 
63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing discloses sending indicia of power status). 

As to claim 15, Ewing teaches the method of claim 13 wherein the sending 
occurs at least one of periodically, in response to receiving an indication of a 
power-status change from at least one of the plurality of devices, and on demand 
by a user-initiated action (Column 8, lines 63-Column 9, lines 11). 

As to claim 16, Ewing teaches the method of claim 13 further comprising 
displaying the indicia of power status at the at least one of the plurality of devices 
to indicate power status of the multiple geographic regions (Column 8, lines 63- 
Column 9, lines 11). 

As to claim 18, Ewing teaches the method of claim 13 further comprising 
displaying the indicia of power status at the at least one of the plurality of devices to 
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indicate power status of at least one of the multiple geographic regions in any of a 
variety of resolutions of geography (Column 8, lines 63-Column 9, lines 11). 

As to claim 19, Ewing teaches the method of claim 18 further comprising 
displaying at least one of a number and a percentage of UPSs in the at least one 
geographic region whose power is anomalous (Column 2, lines 12-24). 

As to claim 20, Ewing teaches the method of claim 13 further comprising 
displaying the indicia of power status at the at least one of the plurality of devices 
to show power status over any of a selected variety of historical time periods 
(Column 2, lines 41-57). 

As to claim 21 , Ewing teaches the method of claim 13 further comprising 
sending an indication to a selected one of the plurality of devices indicating a 
local power anomaly in response to determining that relatively few power 
anomalies are associated with a geographic region associated with the selected 
device (Column 8, lines 41 -Column 9, lines 11). 

As to claim 22, Ewing teaches In combination: 

an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) (Column 4, lines 19-47, Column 5, 
lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing 
discloses UPS); and 
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a device for use with a communication interface for sending and receiving 
information over a communication network, the device being configured to: 
determine, from information received from the UPS, indicia of power status 
at the UPS (Column 4, lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, 
Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing discloses determining indicia 
of power status); 

provide indicia of changes in power status at the UPS to the 
communication interface destined for a remote server (Column 4, 
lines 19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 
63-Column 10, lines 48, Ewing discloses providing indicia of changes 
in power); and 

provide geographic information associated with the indicia of changes in 
power status that indicates a geographic location of the UPS (Column 4, lines 
19-47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, 
lines 48, Ewing discloses providing geographic information with indicia of 
changes of power status). 

As to claim 23, Ewing teaches The combination of claim 22 wherein 
the device comprises a computer program product residing on a computer- 
readable medium and comprising computer-readable and computer- 
executable instructions for causing a computer to provide the indicia and to 
provide the geographic information (Column 8, lines 63-Column 9, lines 11). 
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As to claim 24, Ewing teaches the combination of claim 22 wherein 
device comprises a card configured to be physically and electrically coupled 
to the UPS and includes the communication interface (Column 4, lines 19-47, 
Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, lines 
48). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 4,8,14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Ewing as applied above, and further in view of Sheynblat et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,677,894) hereinafter referred as Sheynblat. 

Ewing teaches the invention substantially as claimed including an SNMP 
network comprises a power manager with and SNNP agent in TCP/IP 
communication over a network with an SNMP network manager (See abstract). 
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As to claim 4, Ewing teaches the computer program product of claim 3 
(Column 8, lines 63-Column 9, lines 11). 

Ewing does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation of displaying indicia of 
weather condition of geographic region. 

However, Sheynblat teaches the claimed limitation of displaying indicia 
of weather condition of geographic region (Column 21, lines 5-21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Ewing by sending weather condition of a geographic 
region, which will benefit the user of the system by informing the weather 
condition of particular geographic region. One would be motivated to do so to 
enhance the system's usability. 

As to claim 8, Ewing teaches the apparatus of claim 7 (Column 4, lines 19- 
47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, lines 
48). 

Ewing does not explicitly teach the claim limitation of collect weather data of 
remote device's geographic region. 

However, Sheynblat teaches the claimed limitation of collecting weather 
data of geographic region (Column 21, lines 5-21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Ewing by sending weather condition of a geographic 
region, which will benefit the user of the system by informing the weather 
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condition of particular geographic region. One would be motivated to do so to 
enhance the system's usability. 

As to claim 14, Ewing teaches the method of claim 13 (Column 4, lines 19- 
47, Column 5, lines 36-Column 6, lines 51, Column 8, lines 63-Column 10, lines 
48). 

Ewing does not explicitly teach the claim limitation of determining weather 
of device's geographic region. 

However, Sheynblat teaches the claimed limitation of determining weather 
of geographic region (Column 21, lines 5-21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Ewing by sending weather condition of a geographic 
region, which will benefit the user of the system by informing the weather 
condition of particular geographic region. One would be motivated to do so to 
enhance the system's usability. 

As to claim 17, Ewing teaches the method of claim 16 (Column 8, lines 63- 
Column 9, lines 11). 

Ewing does not explicitly teach the claim limitation of displaying map of 
geographic region. 

However, Sheynblat teaches the claimed limitation of displaying map of 
geographic region (Column 21, lines 5-21). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Ewing by displaying map of a geographic region, which 
will benefit the user of the system by directing to a particular geographic region. 
One would be motivated to do so to enhance the system's usability. 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 
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